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ADVERTISEMENT. 

HHE  author  of  this  letter 
having  been  applied  to  by 
fome  of  his  acquaintance  in  the 
country,  defiring  to  be  informed 
of  the  occafion  and  tendency  of 
the  prefent  diiputes  between  the 
fellows  and  licentiates  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  phyficians ;  in  order  to  fave 
himfelf  the  trouble  of  giving  leve- 
ral  particular  accounts,  and  for  lome 
other  confiderations,  he  choofes  to 
communicate  his  fentiments  to  all  at 
once,  by  means  of  the  prefs  j  elpe- 
cially  as,  at  the  fame  time  he  an- 
fwers  the  queries  of  his  friends,  he 
may  in  fome  relpedls  gratify  the  cu- 
riofity  of  the  publick. 
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LETTER 

/  •  ' 

F  R  O  M  A 

PHYSICIAN  in  TOWN 

TO  HIS 

FRIEND  in  the  COUNTRY. 

THOUGH  in  anfwering  in  private 
the  letters  of  a  friend,  one  may 
enter  with  lefs  referve,  into  many 
circumftances  and  charaders,  than  can  pru¬ 
dently  be  done,  in  the  manner  I  have  ta¬ 
ken  ;  yet,  to  flhun  any  temptation  to  treat 
either  perfons,  or  bodies,  in  a  way  one 
would  not  like  to  be  treated ;  or  to  relate 
circumftances  in  a  manner,  one  would  ra¬ 
ther  wiih  to  be  true  than  as  they  are ;  I 
have  chofen  to  appear  before  the  bar  of  the 
publick,  hoping  to  keep  in  mind,  that  if  I 
advance  any  thing  difputable,  it  will  be 
difputed  ;  or  if  I  treat  any  charaders  with 
harlhnefs  or  feverity,  the  compliment  will 
be  amply  returned  :  So  that  for  my  own 

fake. 
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fake,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  be  civil  and  im¬ 
partial  ;  and  fhould  an  attention  to  one  fide 
of  the  queftion,  more  than  the  other,  have 
byaiTed  my  judgments  the  method!  have  ta¬ 
ken  to  convey  my  fentiments,  will  perhaps  be 
the  means  of  fetting  us  both  to  rights,  will  pro¬ 
cure  you  better  information,  and  prevent  me 
from  being  the  innocent  caufe  of  deception. 

I  final!  begin  my  account  of  this  affair, 
with  a  fummary  viev/  of  the  inftitution  of 
the  college  of  phyficians  in  London 3  the 
defign  of  its  founder,  in  making  this  efta- 
bliihment  3  the  power  it  is  veiled  with  3 
and  of  whom  it  confifts  3  as  a  knowledge 
of  thefe  particulars  will  enable  you  to  judge 
with  greater  clearnefs,  of  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  the  difputes,  about  which  you 
defire  fome  information. 

Learning  of  all  kinds,  you  know,  was 
at  a  very  low  ebb  in  the  1 5th  century  3  the 
learned  not  many,  the  pretenders  to  it  nu¬ 
merous,  efpecially  inthofe  profeffions  where 
to  pretend  is  often  as  advantageous  and  lucra¬ 
tive  as  to  know.  The  fcience  of  medicine 
was  then  but  fiowly  emerging  from  gothick, 
monkifh  barbarifm  3  the  practice  was  open 
to  every  body;  and  Pliny  s  farcafm.  was 
perhaps  now  more  juftly  applicable  to  the 
promifcuous  herd,  who  intruded  into  it, 

than 
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than  at  any  other  time  K.  Henry  the  8th 
found  it  neceffary  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  mif- 
chief,  and  with  that  view,  by  the  advice  of 
his  phyficians,  who  were  men  of  great  learn¬ 
ing,  had  Study ’d  phyfick  in  foreign  univer- 
fities,  and  brought  home  with  them  the  re¬ 
gulations  obferved  abroad  in  medical  colle¬ 
giate  bodies ;  granted  a  charter  which  was 
afterwards  confirm'd  by  parliament;  where¬ 
by  fix  *f*  phyficians  by  name,  and  all  other 
men  of  that  faculty  of  and  in  the  City  of 
London y  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  the  college  of  phyficians,  with  power 
to  examine  all  fuch  perfons  as  pradlifed 
phyfick  in,  or  within  feven  miles  of  Lon - 
dony  and  to  admit  into  the  freedom  and  fel¬ 
lowship  of  the  college,  fuch  of  them  as  Should 
from  time  to  time  be  by  them  approved. 

In  this,  or  any  fubfequent  adt,  or  char¬ 
ter,  relative  to  the  college,  no  notice  is 
taken  that  thofe  who  were  thus  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  college,  Should  be  graduates 
of  any  particular  univerfity  ;  much  Ids  that 
none  but  fuch  as  had  degrees  from  Oxford 

or 

*  In  hac  artium  fola  evenit,  ut  quic unique  medicum  fe  pro- 
fiejfio  filatisn  credatur ,  cum  Jit  periculum  in  mdlo  tnendacio  ma~ 
jus.-—-Dificunt  nojiris  periculis ,  &  experimenta  per  movies  a- 
gunt :  Medicoq ;  tantum  hominem  occidifife  imp  unit  as  fiumma  efi. 

Plin.  Nat,  Hill.  L  29.  C.  8, 

\Jchn  Chambre ;  Thomas  Li  nacre  ;  Fernando  de  Victoria y 
Nicholas  Halfisvccll ;  John  Francis  ;  Robert  Yaxley , 
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or  Cambridge  fhould  be  admitted  therein. 
To  have  annexed  fuch  a  limitation  in  the 
iirft  eftablifhment,  would  have  been  im¬ 
proper,  as  the  perfons  named  in  this  charter 
had  procured  their  degrees  abroad,  and  one 
of  them  was  a  foreigner  by  birth  ;  and  it 
cannot  befhewn  that  in  any  fubfequent  en¬ 
largement,  or  confirmation  of  their  privi- 
leges,  the  college  ever  attempted  to  ob¬ 
tain  any  fuch  limitation.  The  way  was  then 
open  to  every  phyfician,  to  obtain  the  free¬ 
dom  and  higheft  dignities  in  the  college, 
from  which  nothing  excluded  him  but 
the  want  of  merit  and  knowledge  in  his 
profeflion. 

By  the  charter  the  prefident  was  to  be 
chofen  yearly  out  of  the  freemen,  common¬ 
alty,  or  fellows  of  the  college  ;  by  the  fta- 
tute  which  confirms  the  charter  eight  e- 
ledts  were  conftituted,  out  of  whom  the 
prefident  was  to  be  chofen,  with  a  power 
to  the  elects  to  chufe  their  fucceffors  out  of 
the  faculty  at  large,  as  the  place  of  any  be¬ 
came  vacant ;  but  ftill  this  choice  was  not 
confined  to  any  particular  part  of  the  fel¬ 
lows,  or  to  the  graduates  of  any  univerfity  $ 
but  good  morals,  found  learning,  proper 
age,  and  becoming  gravity,  were  all  the 
.  h  quali- 
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Qualifications  judged  neceflary  to  fill  up  this 
flat  ion. 

We  meet  with  no  traces  of  an  alteration 
in  this  plan,  for  a  confiderable  time ;  nor 
feafon  to  fufped:  that  doctors  of  phyfick, 
from  whatever  univerfities  they  came,  after 
being  examined,  approved,  arid  admitted 
by  the  college,  could  be  excluded  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  college,  or  the  enjoyment  of 
any  privilege  the  college  was  entitled  to, 
either  in  regard  to  their  civil  immunities 
or  corporate  fun&ions.  Nor  is  it  eafy  to 
find  out  the  precife  time  of,  much  lefs  the 
occafion  for,  any  fuch  exclufion ;  nor  the 
reafon  of  making  the  Statuta  de  candi ~ 
datis  et  de  permifjis ;  or  of  interpreting  the 
firft,  as  hath  lately  been  attempted,  to  im¬ 
port  an  exclufion  of  graduates  of  every  u- 
niverfity  in  the  world,  except  thofe  of  Oa> 
ford  and  Cambridge ,  from  being  admitted 
into  the  freedom  and  fellowfhip  of  the 
College,  let  their  learning,  experience,  a- 
bilities,  converfation,  and  the  like,  be  ne¬ 
ver  fo  unexceptionable ;  an  interpretation 
that  neither  does  honour  to  thofe  who  firft 
made  it,  nor  to  thofe  who  continue  to  fup- 
port  it. 

But  from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeded, 
a  diftindlion  has  been,  introduced  among 
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the  members  of  the  college,  not  in  the 
lead  warranted  by  the  charter,  between 
fuch  as  have  degrees  from  Oxford  or  Cam¬ 
bridge who  dile  themfelves  fellows ,  and 
in  Latin  fccii  5  and  fuch  as  are  by  them 
filled  licentiates^  or  permiffi ,  confiding  of 
graduates  from  both  Britijh  and  foreign 
univerfities,  and  others  admitted  by  the 
college.  The  former  have  by  degrees  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  whole  govern- 
ment  of  the  college,  the  power  of  making 
laws,  and  difcharging  all  the  offices  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  truft  therein,  and  alfo  of  impo-, 
fing  molds  and  fines  on  the  latter  at  their 
pleafure.  The  latter  are  excluded  from  all 
offices  in  the  college,  have  no  votes  in,  nor 
are  allowed  to  be  prefent  at  the  comitia, 
yet  are  compelled  to  pay  larger  fines  on 
their  admiffion,  and  an  annual  tribute  for 
the  ufe  of  the  college,  which  the  fellows  a- 
Ipne  are  benefited  by. 

It  has  been  mentioned  neverthelefs  as 
a  matter  of  wonder  and  furprize,  that  the 
licentiates  are  uneafy  in  their  fituation ! 
Have  they  not,  fay  the  fellows,  free  liber¬ 
ty  to  pradiie  as  well  as  the  fellows  ?  Are 
they  not  exempt  from  parifh  offices,,  mi¬ 
litia,  juries,  &c.  ?  Nay,  are  not  they  freed' 
from  fevetal  very  troublefome  offices  which 

the 
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the  fellows  are  obliged  to  undergo  ?  fuch  as 
prefident,  treafurer,  cenfors,  &c.  what  then 
would  they  have,  or  what  would  they  be  at  ? 

If  the  fellows  are  really  of  opinion,  that 
the  condition  of  a  licentiate  is  much  better 
than  their  own ;  why  do  they  not  punifh 
their  ignorance,  by  admitting  them  at  once 
into  fo  laborious  a  ftation,  and  oblige  them 
to  partake  of  the  hardfhips  the  fellows  un¬ 
dergo  ?  If  the  requeft  of  the  licentiates  is  a 
matter  of  no  moment ;  it  would  be  much 
more  eligible  for  the  fellows  to  grant  it  a« 
micably,  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  an 
expenfive  litigation. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  licentiates, 
from  the  beft  information  they  can  procure, 
apprehend,  that  thofe  now  ftiled  fellows 
have  no  legal  power  to  exclude  any  part 
of  the  faculty,  qualified  and  admitted  as 
their  charter  diredls,  from  a  participation 
of  every  privilege  the  fellows  enjoy;  if 
to  them  it  appears,  that  this  power  has 
been  infenfibly  ufurped,  and  is  unjuftly 
made  ufe  of,  to  aggrandize  the  credit  of 
the  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge , 
at  the  expence  of  others,  even  in  Britain , 
of  fuperior  merit  in  regard  to  a  phyfical  e- 
ducation  ;  if,  I  fay,  the  licentiates  view  the 
affair  in  this  light,  ought  it  to  be  imputed 
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to  them  as  matter  of  blame,  if  as  friends 
to  liberty  and  juftice,  and  in  duty  to  them- 
felves  and  their  fuccefibrs,  they  endeavour 
to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  a  diforder  ?  And  to 
contribute,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  tp 
bring  the  college  back  to  its  original  infti- 
tution,  from  whence  they  think  it  has  de-^ 
viated  to  their  mutual  prejudice  ?  Efpecially 
as  it  will  upon  inquiry  appear,  that  medi¬ 
cine  is  not  regularly  taught  either  in  Ox¬ 
ford  or  Cambridge ;  that  mo  ft  of  thofe  who 
apply  themfelves  to  ftudy  it,  though  ma¬ 
triculated  in  either  of  them,  commonly 
have  recourfe  for  inftrudlion,  either  to  forne 
other  BritiJIo  or  foreign  univerfity  $  in  ma¬ 
ny  of  which  medicine  is  regularly  taught : 
and  confequently  Oxford  or  Cambridge 
cannot,  with  any  juftice  or  propriety,  lay 
claim  to  the  privilege  of  having  their 
members  alone  admitted  into  the  free¬ 
dom,  fellowfhip,  and  government  of  the 
college  of  phyficians,  and  excluding  all  ci¬ 
thers. 

In  the  year  1746,  when  the  Jaft  difpen- 
fatory  was  publifhed,  there  were  54  fellows 
(betides  the  2  noblemen,  who  then  hor, 
noured  the  lift  of  the  college  with  their 
names)  and  only  24  licentiates  ;  but  the 
former  have  fo  far  decreafed  fince  that  time, 

sncj 
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mid  the  licentiates  have  fo  increafed,  that 
there  are  now  only  41  fellows,  and 
42  licentiates ;  many  of  whom  are  per- 
fons  of  equal  learning  and  reputation,  and 
feme  of  them  of  near  equal  ftanding,  with 
the  eldeft  of  the  fellows,  a  very  few  ex¬ 
cepted:  and  yet  the  youngeft  fellow,  by 
the  prefent  ftatutes  of  the  college,  may 
confider  it  as  a  condefcenfion  in  him,  to 
treat  the  eldeft  licentiate  with  equality  ; 
and  in  many,  very  many  inftances,  it  has 
been  fo  confidered,  contrary  to  good  fenfe, 
the  reafon  of  things,  and  the  practice  of 
mankind,  in  almoft  every  other  profeffion ; 
and  all  this  too  upon  the  foie  merit  of  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  his  degree  from  Oxford  or 
Cambridge ;  where,  as  hath  been  already 
obferved,  and  ought  never  to  be  forgot, 
’till  the  caufe  of  the  obfervation  ceafes, 
phyfick  is  not  regularly  taught ;  and  where 
the  helps  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge 
jn  the  various  branches  of  medicine,  are  in¬ 
ferior  to  thofe  in  feme  of  our  own  univer- 
fities,  and  in  the  greater  part  of  thofe  abroad, 
where  the  Englijh  ufually  ftudy. 

I  would  by  no  means  be  thought  to  in¬ 
timate  that  a  phyfician,  bred  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge ,  tnuft  be  inferior  to  one  who  has 
ftudied  in  fome  other  univerfity.  There 
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are  genuifes  who  furmount  every  disadvan¬ 
tage,  and  who  without  the  ufual  courfes  of 
inftrudtion,  by  inceflant  application,  aided 
by  a  happy  fagacity  and  that  difcernment 
which  characterizes  the  phyfician,  raife 
themfelves  to  deferved  eminence.  But  this 
is  not  the  cafe  with  the  generality  of  thofe 
who  make  this  profefiion  their  ftudy  5  to 
whom  many  affiftances  are  requifite,  which 
neither  Oxford  nor  Cambridge  afford  them  ; 
but  maybe  met  with  in  many  other  places. 
And  to  enable  thefe  gentlemen  to  confi- 
der  the  affair  in  debate  with  the  greater  im¬ 
partiality,  it  might  be  worth  their  while  to 
reflect,  that  in  determining  their  choice  in 
what  univerfity  to  ftudy,  or  even  what 
branch  of  ftudy  to  chufe,  they  themfelves 
had  perhaps  the  leaft  (hare.  Let  them  look 
back  a  moment,  and  confider  how  much 
their  parents,  their  companions,  their 
friends,  have  contributed  to  dired  their 
purfuits,  and  how  little  has  been  left  to 
their  own  difcretion ;  and  it  will  induce 
them,  perhaps,  or  at  leaft  it  ought  to  in¬ 
duce  them,  to  treat  others,  who  had  not 
the  like  good  fortune,  (as  by  fome  it  may 
beefteemed)  with  lefs  fupercllioufnefs,  For, 
jf  it  is  ever  allowable  to  affume  airs  of 
fuperiority,  it  fliould  be  on  account  of  thofe 

things 
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things  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
ufe  we  have  made  of  our  own  faculties, 
and  not  for  the  benefits  derived  from  the 
faculties  of  others. 

Many  of  the  41  fellows  now  upon  the 
lift  never  ftudied  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge , 
they  were  not  admitted  to  their  degrees 
without  grace,  but  procured  them  by  man¬ 
damus,  or  on  fome  of  thofe  publick  occa- 
lions  when  the  univerfities  are  accuftomed 

5 

to  grant  them  to  fuch  as  have  not  refided 
among  them,  and  therefore  could  not  give 
the  univerfity  any  proofs  of  their  phyfical 
qualifications. 

And  it  feems  ft  range  that  any  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  procured  their  degrees  in 
this  manner,  Ihould  appear  Jealous  in 
oppofing  the  licentiates,  and  enforcing  the 
neceffity  of  their  ftudying  phylick  in  Ox¬ 
ford  or  Cambridge ,  previous  to  their  having 
a  right  to  the  freedom  and  fellowship  of 
the  college,  though  they  cannot  but  be  fen- 
fible,  that  phyfick  may  be  ftudied  in  any 
other  plaee  with  equal,  in  many  with  fu- 
perior,  advantages  5  and  that  themfelves 
have  reaped  not  the  leaft  benefit  from  fo 
eonfiderabie  an  expence,  and  the  various 
obligations  incurred  in  procuring  the  meer 
formality  of  a  degree, 
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Having  thus  given  you  a  concife  account 
of  the  nature  and  conftitution  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  relate,  a|. 
briefly  as  I  can,  the  principal  caufes  of  the 
prefent  difputes,  between  the  fellows  and 
licentiates. 

It  fee  ms  plain,  from  fuch  of  the  annals 
of  the  college  as  I  have  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  perufing,  that  from  the  firft  date 
of  the  diftindtion  between  fellows  and 
licentiates,  there  have  been  perfons  of  re¬ 
putation  and  fpirit  in  the  profeffion,  who 
could  ill  brook  the  imperious  behaviour  of 

fome  of  the  fellows ;  but  neverthelefs,  out 

*  + 

of  refped  many  fenfible  worthy  perfons 
among  them,  and  for  other  reafons,  did 
not  exert  themfelves  againft  an  innovation 
which  hath  no  fupport  on  the  fide  of  rea- 
fori  or  juftice. 

Several,  however,  of  the  prefent  licen¬ 
tiates  having  long  been  uneafy  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  have  occafionally  made  it  the  fub- 
jed  of  difcourfe,  both  among  themfelves, 
and  with  the  more  moderate  part  of  the 
fellows j  many  of  whom  were  of  opinion, 
that  by  thus  reilriding  the  choice  of  fel¬ 
lows  to  the  graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cam - 
bridge ,  they  deprived  themfelves  of  many 
afibciat.es,  whofe  admittance  would  be  ad- 
i  van- 
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vantageous,  and  an  honour  to  the  college  ; 
and  that  the  fubjedting  the  graduates  of  all 
other  univerfities  to  the  odious  imputations 
and  indignities  exprefled  in  the  ftatute  de 
permijjis  *,  was  improper  and  indecent. 

For  thefe  reafons  feveral  of  the  more 
moderate  of  the  fellows  were  of  opinion 
that  as  the  college  was  laid  under  no  ne- 
ceffity,  by  its  charters,  to  pay  the  univer¬ 
fities  fuch  a  compliment;  they  thought, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  number  of  the  fel¬ 
lows,  and  maintain  the  dignity  and  harmo¬ 
ny  of  the  college,  it  was  proper  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  old  conftitution,  and  to  admit 
into  the  fellowfhip  and  freedom  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  fuch  foreign  graduates,  as  were  men 
of  reputation  in  their  profeffion,  and  who 
either  in  deference  to  the  univerfities  they 
ftudied  in,  or  from  other  confiderations, 

did 

*  The  preamble  to  this  ftatute  is  as  follows : — “  Becaufe 
very  many  in  this  city  praCtife  phyfick,  whom  we  think  al¬ 
together  unfit  to  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  fellows  or 
candidates,  either  becaufe  they  are  foreigners,  or  are  not 
admitted  dodors,  or  are  not  fufficiently  learned,  or  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  too  great  youth,  or  fuch  like  caufes ;  yet  may, 
notwithftanding,  be  ferviceable  to  the  publick,  in  taking 
care  of  the  health  of  the  king’s  fubjeds,  at  leaft  in  fome 
particular  difeafes. 

Concerning  thefe  we  ordain  and  appoint  that  after  due 
examinations,  and  approbation  of  the  president  and  cenfors, 
they  be  permitted  to  pradice  fo  long  as  they1  behave  them- 
felves  well.” 

c 
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did  not  choofe  to  be  created  doctors  in 

any  other 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  fuch  kind  of 
converfation,  or  from  a  principle  of  equity 
and  candour,  or  to  both,  I  (hall  not  deter¬ 
mine,  tho’  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  laft, 
that  in  the  year  1750,  a  fcheme  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  college,  with  a  defign  to  bring  in 
all  fuch  foreign  graduates  as  were  properly 
qualify ’d,  on '  terms  both  honourable  and 
beneficial  to  the  college. 

This  fcheme  lam  told  was  well  received 

"  u  T!  ’  •  ■ 

by  feveral  of  the  leading  people  in  the  col¬ 
lege,  and  was  agreed  to  in  two  oomitia ,  by 
a  confiderable  majority  but  in  the  third 
it  was  rejected.  I  am  informed  that 
fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  approv¬ 
ed  it  moft  warmly,  were  among  the  fore- 
moft  in  rejecting  it.  Their  reafons  for  a 
conduct  fo  inednfiftent  —it  is  not  my  pro¬ 
vince  to  inveftigate. 

In 

It  was  the  conflant  cuftom  of  both  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  incorporate  in  their  university,  and  receive  ad 
ciindem  gradum,  all  foreign  graduates  who  defired  it,  paying 
very  Small  admiflion  fees  :  But  of  late  years,  they  incorpo¬ 
rate  no  doctors  with  foreign  degrees,  but  thofe  from  Tri¬ 
nity  college  Dublin.  All  others  mull  now  be  created  doc¬ 
tors  ;  that  is,  the  degree  they  have  received  in  a  foreign 
univerfity,  however  eminent  this,  or  whatever  may  be  the 
merit  of  the  perfon  it  is  conferr’d  upon  is,  as  it  were,  an¬ 
nihilated,  and  all  title  to  merit  abolifhed,  till  it  has  received 
the  Sanction  of  an  univerfity,  which  in  this  faculty  at  lealt, 
deferviiig  as  it  may  be  in  others,,  is  inferior  to  many.— An 
indignity  not  eafily  to  be  Submitted  to. 
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In  promoting  or  conducting  this  affair 
the  licentiates  took  no  part ;  it  was  under¬ 
taken  by  feme  of  the  fellows,  as  hath  been, 
already  intimated,  on  motives  of  jufiice, 
and  carried  on  with  a  view  folely  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  college,  the  promotion  of  har¬ 
mony  between  the  feveral  members,  and 
the  reputation  and  utility  of  the  profeflion 
of  phyfick  in  general ;  to  which  happy 
ends,  had  the  regulation  propofed  taken 
effect,  it  would  in  all  probability  have 
greatly  contributed  5  but  tho’  it  was  formed 
with  this  deiign,  and  countenanced  by  fome 
of  the  molt  eminent  in  the  college,  yet 
feveral  of  thefe  not  only  deferted  it,  but,  in 
diredt  oppofition  to  it,  foon  framed,  and 
afterwards  enaCted ,  the  ftatute  entitled  Sta- 
tutum  alterum  de  Candidatis ,  which  recites 
that  the  ftatute  de  Candidatis ,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  confident,  not  only  with  it- 
fe If  but  with  that  de  Sociis,  plainly  meant 
*  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  admitted 
‘  into  the  order  of  the  candidates,  who 
c  fhall  not  be  a  doCtor  in  phyfick  either  in 
c  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  al- 
c  though  it  was  not  fo  exprejfed  in  thefe  very 
c  words ;  left  for  the  future  any  difpute 
c  fhould  arife  about  this  affair,  we  appoint 
Cc  and  ordain  that  no  one  fhall  be  admitted 

C  z  into 
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*  into  the  order  of  candidates,  who  is  not  a 
c  doBor  in  phyfick ,  either  in  the  univerjity  of 

*  Oxford  or  Cambridge/ 

It  was  at  that  time  reported,  and  proba¬ 
bly  not  without  diffident  reafon,  that  dome 
who  were  averfe  to  the  admiflion  of  any 
graduates  but  thofe  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge 
into  the  college,  and  merely  as  it  would 
feem  on  contracted  felfifh  principles,  had 
wrote  with  great  eameftnefs  for  afiiftance 
from  thofe  two  univerfities  ;  who  fent  up 
perfons,  to  prevent  the  college  from  affert- 
ing  its  independency,  and  aCting  with 
that  freedom  which  is  its  right,  both  by 
Voting  againfl  this  meafure  and  procuring 
the  interpofition  of  fuch  an  influence  as 
few  had  refolution  enough  to  oppofe.  Nay, 
fuch  was  their  power  on  this  occafion,  that 
they  not  only  carried  their  point  in  throw¬ 
ing  out  the  propofed  ftatute ;  but  to  con¬ 
firm  their  authority  beyond  a  doubt,  obli¬ 
ged  the  college  as  it  were  in  form  to  ac- 
knowledge  themfelves  dependents,  as  fuf- 
ficiently  appears  by  the  ftatute  laft  mention¬ 
ed  :  however,  one  of  the  univerfities  grant¬ 
ed  the  fellows  in  return  this  vain  equiva¬ 
lent,  that  for  the  future  mandamus  degrees 
fhould  be  given  to  none  but  fuch  as  were 
recommended  by  the  college,  and  that  fuch 

as 
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as  the  college  or  any  twelve  fellows  recom¬ 
mended,  fhould  never  be  refufed,  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  ufual  fees. 

The  licentiates,  who  could  not  be  unac¬ 
quainted  with  thefe  tranfaftions,  faw  with 
concern,  that  the  fellows,  or  rather  fuch  of 
them  as  had  affumed  the  government  of 
the  college,  would  by  this  ftep  very  proba¬ 
bly  create  ftill  greater  mifunderftandings  in 
the  faculty,  betwixt  themfelves  efpecially,and 
that  part  of  the  licentiates  who  either  could 
hot,  or  would  not,  for  various  reafons,  fub- 
mit  to  the  terms  prefcribed  them  ;  or  who 
had  fenfe  enough  to  feel  the  indignity  of 
thofe  terms.  They  faw  how  little  either 
the  honour,  or  the  intereft  of  the  college 
in  general,  had  been  confulted  in  this  com¬ 
pact,  and  knew  that  it  wras  contrary  to  the 
inclinations  of  many,  as  well  as  to  the  hear¬ 
ty  endeavours  of  fome  of  the  mo  ft  worthy 
members  of  the  college. 

But  when  the  leaders  of  the  college  had 

by  this  ftatute,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  that  a  matter  of  right 

and  certainty,  which  had  been  by  many 
confidered  as  an  incroachment  on  the  li¬ 
berties  of  the  licentiates  ;  they  thought 
it  high  time  to  enquire,  with  more  atten- 
6  tion, 
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tion,  into  the  conftitution  of  the  college, 
In  order  to  difcover  its  -f*  authority  for 
framing  laws  which  to  them  feem’d  of  a 
very  important  nature,  an  extending  of 
their  power  beyond  its  due  bounds,  and  to 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  never  intended, 
or  given  to  the  college. 

Some  of  the  licentiates  had  indeed  been 
applied  to  before  this  event,  to  join  in  fome 
endeavours  to  recover  thofe  rights  which 
had  infenfibly  been  infringed  ;  and  to  abo¬ 
lish  that  dlfundtion  which  had  ferved  as  a 
pretext  to  this  infringment;  but  as  they 
had  promifed  at  their  admiffion  as  licen¬ 
tiates,  to  a£t  every  thing  for  the  honour  of 
the  college ,  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealthy 
they  knew  not  but  an  attempt  of  this  na¬ 
ture  might  be  conftrued  by  fome,  as  a 
breach  of  that  promife  ;  they  therefore 
chofe  rather  to  bear  the  hard  condition, 
than  be  liable  to  any  reproaches  of  this 
kind.  But  when  the  college  had,  in  their 
_  *  opinion, 

•f*  That  the  fatutmn  alterum  puts  a  fenfe  on  the  ftatute 
de  candidates,  which  it  never  can  mean,  appears  reafonable 
to  doubt  from  the  following  claufe  in  the  ftatute  de  forma 
examinatiomtm  fociorum  et  candidatormn  eorundemque  admij - 
fonts. 

‘  If  he  hath  taken  the  degree  of  do&or  in  any  of  our 
*  uni<verfities,  let  him  that  is  to  be  examined,  for  honour’s 
f  fake,  be  decently  feated,  leit  our  mother  univerlity  lliould 
12  feem  to  fuffer  any  affront  from  our  form  of  examination.’ 
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opinion,  both  deviated  from  that  eflablifh- 
ment,  they  had  promifed  to  refpedt,  and 
proftituted  its  honour  by  fubjedling  it,  with¬ 
out  neceffity  to  the  influence,  the  direction, 
the  guardianfhip  of  the  two  univerflties  ; 
they  thought  themfelves  difcharged  from 
any  fuch  imputations,  and  that  thete  good 
of  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as  the  honour 
of  the  college,”  would  be  beft  promoted, 
by  a  vigorous  opposition  to  fuch  arbitrary 
and  illegal  proceedings  ;  whereby  the  col¬ 
lege,  already  in  a  declining  condition,  was 
deprived  of  fome,  perhaps  neither  ufelefs, 
nor  unworthy  members,  and  the  common¬ 
wealth,  in  danger  of  being  worfe  ferved, 
on  account  of  the  unavoidable  altercations, 
heart-burnings,  and  jealoufies,  which  could 
not  but  enfue  from  the  condudt  of  the  fel¬ 
lows,  or  rather  of  fuch  of  them  as  had 
the  lead  in  the  college. 

And  to  bring  the  cafe  a  little  nearer 
home;  let  us  fuppofe,  and  I  do  not  fee 
there  is  any  thing  improbable  in  fuch  a 
fuppofiCion,  that  the  number  of  fellows  in 
the  college  who  have  degrees  from  Oxford \ 
fhould  at  any  future  period  exceed  that  of 
Cambridge  ;  and  that  they  fhould  refolve, 
and  by  a  majority  enabl,  that  no  Cantabri¬ 
gian  fhould  be  capable  of  being  elected  pre- 

fident. 
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fident,  or  into  any  ether  office,  or  even  a  fel¬ 
low  of  the  college  ;  would  not  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  fo  unjufdy  excluded  loudly  exclaim 
againft  fuch  proceedings,  and  demand  fome 
better  reafon,  fome  more  convincing  one, 
at  leaft,  to  their  underhandings,  than  the 
arbitrary  power  of  a  majority  ? 

Suppofe,  likewife,  a  graduate  of  Edin- 
burghy  or  any  other  univerfity,  where  me¬ 
dicine  is  regularly  taught,  is  examined  and 
approved,  and  upon  his  requefting  to  be 
admitted  a  fellow,  is  refufed,  being  told, 
that  none  but  the  graduates  of  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  can  be  admitted  into  the  freedom 
and  fellowfhip  ;  and  he  fhould  fay, — Pray 
gentlemen,  are  the  profeffors  of  thefe  uni- 
verfities  more  eminent  for  their  knowledge 
in  phyfick  than  they  are  in  others ;  are  their 
ledtures  more  conftant  and  inftrudtinp- :  are 

o  7 

the  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  phyfick  greater  there  than  in 
other  univerfities  ?  Nay,  have  they  any  other 
preheminence  but  that  of  exceffive  expence 
in  obtaining  a  diploma  from  incompetent 
judges  ?  Suppofe  the  anfwer  to  be,  We  al¬ 
low  it  readily,  many  of  us  have  not  ftudied 
either  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  where  the 
profeffors  of  phyfick  do  not  always  re- 
fide,  and  feldom  teach  phyftc ;  fo  that 

who- 
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whoever  ftudies  there  rnufl:  do  it  propria 
viarte ,  and  without  any,  or  with  Very  few 
of  thofe  affiftanees  you  mention  \  but,  what 
is  all  this  to  the  purpofe?  we  have  de¬ 
grees  from  thefe  places,  we  are  the  majo¬ 
rity,  thefe  are  the  terms  we  impofe,  and  you 
mu  ft  fubmit. 

Permit  me  to  add  one  more  refledion  on 
this  topick,  which  to  me  appears  worthy 
of  conilderation ;  a  gentleman  duely  quali¬ 
fied,  can  arrive  at  the  higheft  dignities  in 
the  church,  or  law,  without  having  a  de¬ 
gree  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge ;  inftances 
of  which  may  have  been  found  amongft  the 
mod:  illuftrious  prelates,  and  lawyers  of  this 
country.  Yet  in  phyfick  no  man,  it  feems, 
if  the  fellows  are  to  be  judges,  can  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  a  fellow,  or  arriving  at  any 
dignity  in  his  profeffion,  unlefs  he  obtain  a 
degree  from  one  of  them,  thoJ  at  the  fame 
time,  medicine  both  in  theory  and  pradice 
is  lefs  local  than  either  of  the  former  pro- 
feffions,  and  its  principles  lefs  connected 
with  the  fluduating  cuftoms  and  manners 
of  mankind  :  and  as  Padua ,  Leyden ,  Mont¬ 
pelier,  and  every  other  univerfity  of  repu¬ 
tation  in  Europe ,  have  principally  contribu¬ 
ted  to  form  thofe  great  men  who  have 
been  the  ornament  and  fupport  of  the  col- 

D  l*ge3 
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lege*,  inftead  of  thus  flying  in  the  face  of 
their  chief  benefaitors,  one  would  think 
that  if  the  laws  of  the  land  had  obliged  the 
college  not  to  receive  any  but  the  graduates 
of  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  the  fellows  them- 
felves,  more  efpecially  thofewho  had  degrees 
from  abroad,  upon  principles  of  gratitude 
as  well  as  juftice,  would  have  joined  the  li¬ 
centiates  in  folliciting  the  legiflature  to  re¬ 
move  fuch  a  reflraint ;  and  not  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  enforce  fuch  abfurd  conditions, 
when  the  numbers  of  the  fellows  are  de- 
creafing,  and  the  proportion  of  licentiates 
daily  increafing:  a  conduit  which  I  think 
cannot  eafily  be  explained,  upon  any  other 
principles,  than  the  narrow  fordid  ones  of 
Monopoly . 

About  the  time  the  ftatute  was  made 
that  occafioned  thefe  reflections,  uncom¬ 
mon  diligence  had  been  ufed  to  find  out, 
and  to  fuminon  either  formally,  by  the  bea¬ 
dle, 

*  Such  as  Thomas  Lin  acre,  cJohn  Chamhi  e,  Fertzando  de 
Vdloria,  c]o£lors  of  Padua,  founders  of  the  college  ;  John 
Caius,  doctor  of  Bonosiia ,  Matthew  Lift  er  of  Bafil,  Sir  Theo¬ 
dore  Mhy  erne  M  Montpelier,  Baldwin  Harney  of  Leyden,  Sir 
George  Ent  of  Padua ,  Id  m  Harvey  of  Padu  ,  Daniel  Whift- 
ler  or  Le;deny[  Sir  John  Micklethwaite  of  Paaua,  George  Ro¬ 
gers  of  Padua ,  Chrijlopher  Bathurji  of  Padua,  Theodore  de 
V aux  of  Padua ,  Robert  Morijon  of  Angers,  and  Dr  Richard 
Mead  of  Padua ,  betides  a  great  number  of  others,  fome  of 
whom  are  dill  ornaments  to  the  college ;  and  the  laft  difpenfa- 
tfcry,  the  bed  the  college  ev-er  publimed,  was  chiefly  compo- 
fed  by  Leyden  graduates,  and  digested  by  a  phyfician  who 
has  no  connexion  with  the  college. 
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die,  or  by  meffages,  thro9  different  hands, 
all  fuch  foreign  graduates  as  it  was  thought 
intended  to  fix  here,  and  were  able  to  pay 
the  college  fines  for  a  diploma ;  in  order 
to  their  being;  examined  and  admitted  as 
licentiates :  V/hich  diligence,  tho9  certainly 
right  and  commendable,  had  it  been  im¬ 
partially  exerted  again  ft  ignorant  preten¬ 
ders,  and  audacious  empiricks,  as  well  as 
againfl  fuch  as  had  been  regularly  bred  to 
the  profeffion,  yet  at  this  feafon  encreafed 
the  number  of  licentiates,  and  difpofed  them 
at  the  fame  time  to  unite  in  the  meafures 
then  •  concerting,  to  bring  back  the  col¬ 
lege  to  the  true  end  of  its  firft  infiitution— 
the  punifhment  of  ignorant  pretenders,  and 
the  encouragement  of  thofe  who  were  pro¬ 
perly  qualified  for  the  practice  of  phyfick  : 
The  exercife  of  the  power  with  which  the 
college  was  inverted,,  for  thefe  ends  having 
long  been  lain  afide,  as  to  the  punifhment 
of  offenders,  and  chiefly  employ’d  to  raife 
money  by  an  arbitrary  tax  on  fuch 
phyficians,  of  whofe  abilities,  by  their 
fuccefs  and  experience  in  their  profef¬ 
fion,  the  college  had  no  reafon  to  doubt. 
Some  indeed  were  difgufted  at  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  being  fummoned,  others  at  their 
being  fummoned  at  all,  till  the  college  had 

D  2  ref- 
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retrained  and  punifihed  fuch  as  were  in¬ 
capable  to  pafs  their  examination  at 
the  college,  as  unfit  to  be  entrufted  with 

the  lives  of  their  fellow  fubjeCls;  and 
who  neverthelefs  were  not  interdicted, 
but  were  fuffered  to  aCt  in  open  defiance 
to  the  college  authority,  without  molefta- 
tion.  So  that  it  appeared  that  the  irregular 
praditioners,  quacks  and  empiricks  of  all 
fizes  and  denominations,  were  in  a  much 
better  fituation  than  thofe  who  were  befl 
qualified,  and  praCtifed  on  the  mod  rational 
principles.  For  whilft  thefe  are  liable  to  be 
fummoned  by  the  college,  whenever  they 
think  fit,  and,  as  feme  feem  to  think,  for 
any  purpofes  they  pleafe,  and  are  liable  to 
be  fined,  and  fubjeCted  to  an  annual  tribute, 
or  a  large  compofition  in  lieu  of  it,  the  for¬ 
mer  are  permitted  to  praCtife  with  impunity. 

Some  materials  were  alfo  fupplied  from 
another  quarter,  in  this  general  diflatisfac- 
tion  of  the  licentiates,  and  which  were 
perhaps  the  occafion  of  bringing  this  affair 
fomewhatfooner  into  publick  confideration. 

The  cafe  was  this ;  fome  gentlemen  who 
had  ftudied  in  one  or  other  of  the  north  Bri - 
tiJJo  univerfities,  where  they  had  regularly 
obtained  their  degrees  $  apprehended  they 
were  entitled  to  the  fame  privileges  that 

§ra- 
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graduates  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge  lay  claim 
to,  with  refpedt  to  an  incorporation  into 
the  college  ;  efpecially  as  the  two  nations 
are  now  incorporated,  and  the  univerlities 
in  which  they  had  ftudied  and  obtained  de¬ 
grees,  were  at  lead  not  inferior  to  them  ^ 
nay,  on  the  contrary,  are  often  frequented 


by  ftudents  matriculated  in  Oxford  or  Cam¬ 
bridge,  on  account  of  the  fuperior  advan¬ 
tage  as  to  a  medical  education. 

Thefe  gentlemen  applied  to  council  for 
their  opinion,  Whether,  by  the  legal  autho¬ 
rity  and  conftitution  of  the  college,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  north  Eritijh  graduates,  but  like- 
wife  all  others,  who  were  once  examined 
and  approved  by  the  college,  were  not 
from  thence  forward  entitled  to  every  pri¬ 
vilege  and  immunity,  both  civil  and  cor¬ 
porate,  that  the  college  can  grant  to  any  of 
its  members  ?  whether  the  college  had  a 
power  toimpofe  any  fines,  on  any  that  were 
not  freemen  and  fellows  of  the  college  ?  and 
what  would  be  the  proper  fteps  to  take  in 
order  to  bring  the  affair  to  a  legal  decifion, 
with  as  little  expence  to  both  parties  as 
poflible ;  and  in  a  manner  that  might  be 
the  leaft  liable  to  afford  a  handle  to  private 
r  animofities,  amongft  thofe  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  be  well  difpofed  to  one  another. 


In 
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In  confequence  of  this  3  one  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  engaged  in  this  enquiry, 
and  to  whofe  lot  it  fell,  by  being  fummon- 
ed  the  firft  of  them,  went  to  the  college 
the  day  after  midfummerday  1752,  in  order 
to  be  admitted  into  the  college  5  having  been 
regularly  examined  and  approved  at  the 
preceding  comitia ,  as  is  ufual.  It  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  college,  previous  to  any 
perfon’s  admiffion,  to  infift  on  his  paying  a 
bill  of  fees  to  the  beadle,  and  to  com¬ 
pel  him  to  fign  a  bond,  for  the  payment 
ef  40  s.  per  Annum  to  the  ufe  of  the 
college,  Thefe  demands  have  been 
different,  at  different  times,  according  to 
the  humour  of  the  college*  5  and  by  the 

bond, 

*  The  old  ftatutes  fix  the  fee  to  be  paid  by  every  fellow, 
candidate,  or  licentiate  to  the  college,  to  be  4/.— Dec. 22, 1644  ic 
was  orderedthat  every  candidateand  licentiate  on  hi?  admiffion 
fhould  pay  20 more.~-The  ftatutes  made  in  1696,  re-enadl 
the  4/.  admiffion  fee,  and  fay  nothing  of  the  20/. -The  ftatutes 
made  June  25,  1713  increafed  the  licentiates  admiffion  fee 
to  70/. — Statute  March  23,  1718,  reduced  it  to  4 ^L—Auguft 
4,  1723,  leave  was  given  to  the  licentiates  to  compound  their 
annual  payments  for  20/.  and  the  ftatutes  made  April  1,1751, 
reduced  the  licentiates  admiffion  fee  from  45/.  to  30/. 

The  condition  of  the  bond  is  in  thefe  words.  ‘  That  if 
the  above  bounden  A .  B.  do  and  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times,  during  the  time  that  he  fhall  con¬ 
tinue,  and  be  a  licentiate  of  the  college,  or  commonalty  of 
the  faculty  of  phyfick  in  London ,  obferve,  perform,  and  keep 
all  and  every,  the  legal  ftatutes,  by-laws  and  orders  of  the 
{aid  college,  made,  or  to  be  made,  and  by  him  as  a  licen¬ 
tiate  of  the  faid  college  to  be  obferved,  performed  and  kept, 
and  fhall  alfo  from  time  to  time,  well  and  truly,  pay  all  fuch 
pjains,  penalties,  fum  and  fums  of  money,  clues,  duties,  and 

other 
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bond,  the  penalty  of  which  is  50/.  the  li¬ 
centiates  oblige  themfelves,  to  obey  any  fta- 
tute  the  college  (hall  be  pleafed  to  enadt, 

and  to  pay  any  fum  they  will  choofe  to  de¬ 
mand^. 

Dr  the  gentleman  above  mention¬ 
ed,  was  advifed  to  pay  the  money  to  the 
beadle,  if  he  infilled  upon  it ;  yet  not  with¬ 
out  mentioning  that  he  thought  the  de¬ 
mands  extravagant,  and  the  bond  illegal ; 

which 

other  things,  which  by  the  faid  laws,  ftatutes,  by-laws  and 
orders,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  breach  of  them,  or  any  of 
them,  he  as  a  licentiate  of  the  faid  college,  ought  to  pay  in 
fach  manner,  and  to  fuc'n  perfon,  or  perfons,  as  by  the  faid 
laws,  ftatutes,  by-laws  or  orders,  or  any  of  them,  the  fame 
ought  to  be  paid,  then  the  obligation  to  be  void. 

'f  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  beadle’s  bill  of  fees  for 


admittance  of  a  licentiate  of  the  college 

of  phyficians  London 

in  1751- 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

To  the  college 

3° 

0 

0 

Prefident 

1 

0 

0 

Treafurer 

0 

6 

8 

Regiller 

0 

1 1 

8 

Cenfors 

2 

0 

0 

Beadle 

0 

3 

4 

Diploma  and  (lamps 

6 

10 

0 

Stamps  on  the  regifter  book 

0 

2 

0 

A  bond  to  be  given 

0 

10 

0 

41 

3 

8 

Copy  of  the  bill  of  fees  for  admiffion  from  172 

3  to 

1 75  e- 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

To  the  college 

4? 

0 

0 

To  the  prefident,  and  the  ) 

leffer  articles  3 

To  difcharge  the  licentiate  from  all 
future  payments  to  the  college 

0  0 

*■,  C'l 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  75  13  8 
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...  'N  »  . 

which  he  did  ;  but  it  happened  that  in  the 
hurry  of  the  affair,  the  bond  was  omitted 
to  be  figned  ’till  the  doctor  was  admitted 
in  form,  and  then  he  refufed  it. 

After  the  dodtor  was  admitted,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  prefident,  he  obferved  that 
as  he  had  now  complied  with  all  the  forms, 
and  he  hoped  in  fome  degree  to  their  fatisfac- 
tion;  he  took  this  opportunity  to  return  them 
thanks  for  the  civilities  he  had  received $ 
but  at  the  fame  time  informed  them,  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  complain  of  fome 
hardfhips  he  apprehended  he  had  met  with 
from  their  beadle,  Mr.  Edwards  $  who  had 
charged  in  his  bill  an  article  of  30/.  for 
the  college ;  at  the  fame  time  giving  the 
dodtor  to  underhand  that  he  could  no  way 
obtain  his  diploma  without  a  previous  com¬ 
pliance  with  this  demand :  That  he  had 
been  forced  to  comply  with  what  was  re¬ 
quired  of  him,  though,  as  he  was  advifed,  in 
his  own  wrong  -y  purpofing,  however,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  lay  his  complaint  before  the 
college,  which  he  then  did  $  and  hoped 
they  would  take  the  fame  into  their  con- 
fideration,  and  be  of  opinion,  that  their 
beadle,  Mr  Edwards,  had  no  right  to  make 
the  above  demand ;  and  therefore,  that 
they  would  be  pleafed  to  order  him  to  re- 
6  turn 
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turn  the  money;  adding  that  the  article 
in  Mr.  Edwards’s  bill  he  complained  of  was 
the  30  L  to  the  college.  He  farther  obferved 
that  he  was  advifed  there  were  feme  cf  the 
leiTer  articles  in  the  faid  bill  that  were  like- 
wife  illegal^  and  hoped  they  would  there¬ 
fore  order  reftitution  of  the  fame,  and  of 
whatever  money  he  had  paid,  of  which  the 
demand  made  on  him  was  not  warranted 
by  law.”  To  which)  after  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  confederation,  the  doddor  received 
an  anfwer  from  the  prefident,  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport,  cc  That  the  college  was 
extremely  furprized  at  his  complaint  and 
demand  ;  that  what  he  had  paid  they  had 
power  to  exadd,  and  that  every  licentiate 
had  paid  it,  and  that  this  was  all  they  had 
to  fay  to  him.”  To  this  the  dodder  replied, 
that  he  was  ferry  to  receive  fuch  an  an¬ 
fwer,  becaufe  it  would  oblige  him  to  look 
for  redrefs  elfewhere  ;  that  before  he  took 
his  leave,  he  would  only  trefpafs  one  mo¬ 
ment  on  their  time,  and  allure  them,  that 
however  appearances  were,  he  hoped  he 
fhould  be  able  to  fhew  that  he  was  no  enemy 
to  the  college,  and  had  nothing  in  view  but 
the  honour  and  credit  of  the  profeffion ; 
and  fo  withdrew. 
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The  dodtor  upon  this  brought  his  adtion 
at  law  againft  Mr.  Edwards ,  for  the  money 
he  had  paid  him,  as  a  payment  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  law,  and  therefore  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  dodtor^ 
and  not  of  the  college. 

Thus  far  the  dodtor  had  proceeded  be¬ 
fore  any  more  than  one  other  of  the  licen¬ 
tiates  had  been  apprized  of  the  affair.  But 
as  foon  as  this  ftep  had  been  taken,  feveral 
of  them,  who  had  publick  fpirit  enough 
to  engage  in  an  undertaking,  from  whence 
very  little  private  advantage  could  arife, 
except  the  fecret  fatisfadtion  of  afferting  the 
dignity  of  the  faculty  in  general,  and  of 
maintaining  their  liberties  on  the  point  of 
being  facrificed  ;  or  at  leaf:  in  danger  of 
being  unworthily  furrender’d  to  thofe  who 
neither  by  law  or  reafon  were  entitled  to  it ; 
feveral  of  the  licentiates,  I  fay,  thought  it 
neceffary  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of 
thefe  proceedings.  The  gentlemen  who 
met  on  this  occailon  could  not  but  ap¬ 
plaud  the  dodlor’s  prudent  condudt  in 
every  part  of  the  affair,  and  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  their  opinion  that  the  licenti¬ 
ates  were  aggrieved  by  the  college  in  ma¬ 
ny  refpedls ;  for  the  redreffing  of  which 
the  doctor  had  made  fo  well  concerted 
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an  attempt.  They  were  neverthelefs  of 
opinion,  that  a  refpedtful  application  to 
the  college  for  redrefs,  would  both  be  be¬ 
coming  them,  and  perhaps  be  accepted  by 
the  college  in  the  manner  it  was  intended, 
and  open  a  door  to  an  amicable  difcuffion, 
and  adjuftment  of  every  point  in  queftion  : 
and  for  that  purpofe  they  deputed  fix  of 
their  body,  to  requeft  a  conference  with 
fome  of  the  fellows  of  the  college.  The 
gentlemen  deputed  drew  up  a  memorial  to 
be  delivered  to  the  college,  ftating,  c  that 
4  the  licentiates  were  excluded  from  divers 
4  privileges,  and  aggrieved  by  feveral  fta~ 

4  tutes  of  the  college,  and  therefore  re- 
4  quefted  they  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
4  their  cafe  into  confideration,  and  admit 
4  them  to  thofe  rights  to  which  they  ap~ 

4  prehend  themfelves  intitled  by  the  legal 
4  conftitution  of  the  college  ;  and  defired 
4  that  to  this  end,  the  college  would  depute 
4  fome  of  their  body  to  confer  with  them ; 

4  in  order  that  all  differences  might  be  ad~ 

4  jufted,  to  the  honour  of  the  profeffion  and 
4  the  fatisfadlion  of  every  member  of  the 
4  college/  This  memorial  the  licentiates 
prefented  to  the  college  at  their  comitia 
major  a,  the  30  th  Sept .  1752. 

E  2 
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The  college  refufed  the  conference  de- 
fired ,  but  the  prefident  told  them,  that  if 
the  licentiates  would  .prelent  their  grievances 
in  writing,  to  the  college,  they  fhould  be 
confidered  and  that  they  might  do  this  at 
the  next  quarterly  meeting  of  the  college, 
or  fooner  if  the  college  met,  of  which  they 
iliould  have  timely  notice.  The  deputies, 
requefted  that  a  iliorter  day  might  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for,  the  purpofe,  but  were  refufed. 

The  anfwer  of  the  college  having  been 
reported  to  the  other  licentiates,  they,  in  or¬ 
der  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  on  the  3d  of 
Nov.  laft,  fent  a  copy  of  the  following  ftate 
of  their  grievances,  by  two  of  their  num¬ 
ber,  to  the  prefident  at  the  comitia  cenforia ; 
and  requefted  that  an  extraordinary  meeting 
might  be  fummoned,  to  take  them  into  con- 

fideration, - but  this  was  alfo  refufed.— 

On  the  1  ith  of  Dec.  the  licentiates  fent  a 
copy  of  their  grievances  to  every  fellow  of 
the  college,  inclofed  in  the  following  let¬ 
ter  :  £  Sir,  I  herewith  fend  you  a  copy 
c  of  the  grievances  of  the  licentiates,  de- 
‘  livered  in  writing  to  the  prefident,  the  3d 
4  of  Nov.  laft  ;  and  which,  agreeable  to  his 
4  defire,  will  be  laid  before  the  college  at 
4  the  next  comitia  major  a ,  the  day  after  St. 
«  Dhomass  Day ;  copies  of  which  have  been 

4  fent 


to  his  Friend  in  the  Country .  ■  3  7 

■€  fent  to  all  the  members,  of  the  college, 

€  that  they  may  have  time,  before  that 
c  meeting,  to  confider  the  faid  grievances, 

4  in  order  that  they  may  then  be  redreffed,’ 
The  licentiates  the  fame  day  fent  another 
copy  of  their  grievances  to  the  prefident 
and  fellows  then  aflembled  •  in  cotmtia ,  in- 
•  clofed  in  the  following  letter  :  c  Gentlemen, 

<  Being  informed  there  is  an  extraordinary 
c  cotmtia ,  as  this  day,  I,  at  the  requeftof 
c  the  licentiates,  fend  you  a  copy  of  thofe 
€  grievances,  which  they  were  defired  to  lay 
c  before  the  college  :  to  which  they  hope 
c  they  fhall  have  a  fpeedy  and  favourable 
c  anfwer,  and  for  which,  (if  not  fooner 
c  fent  for)  we  lhall  wait  on  the  college  the 
c  next  day  after  St .  Fhomas  s  Day! 

The  grievances  the  licentiates  fent  to  the 
college  were  as  follows : 

c  To  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  the 
4  college  of  phyficians  in  London. 

c  Grievances  complained  of  by  the  li- 
£  centiatesf 

They  complain, 

f  That  they  are  not  permitted  to  be  pre- 
4  fent  at  the  c  om.it  i  a  major  a,  whilft  the  bu- 
c  iinefs  of  the  college  is  tranfadting,  and  in 
1  confequence  are  denied  the  privilege  of 

c  voting, 
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€  That  they  are  excluded  from  all  offices 
g  of  honour  and  truft  in  the  college,  and 
€  even  the  capacity  of  being  eledted  into 
c  any  fuch. 

c  That  a  large  fine  has  been  exadted  from, 
c  and  paid  by  them,  towards  the  fupport  of 

*  the  college,  although  they  are  not  allow- 
c  ed  to  enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
c  that  corporation  as  members  thereof. 

*  That  an  annual  tax  of  two  pounds  four 
4  {hillings  has  been  laid  and  levied  upon 
c  them  only,  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
£  college. 

c  And  that  a  bond  has  been,  as  they  ap- 

*  prebend,  illegally  demanded,  and  taken 

c  from  them,  to  compel  the  payment  of 

c  the  faid  annual  tax. 

c  Each  of  the  above  articles  they  deem 

€  to  be  a  grievance,  they  having  been  ex- 
c  amined,  approved,  and  admitted  to  prac- 
c  tife  phyfick  without  limitation,  in  and 
€  within  7  miles  of  London ,  which  appears 
£  by  diplomas  under  the  common  feal  of 

*  the  college/ 

On  the  2  2d  of  December ,  being  the  day 
after  SL  Thomas’s  Day ,  the  deputies  wraited 
on  the  college  for  their  anfwer  5  when,  in- 
flead  of  their  appointing  a  committee  to 
treat  with  the  licentiates,  or  entering  into 

any 
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any  meafures  for  bringing  the  matters  in 
difpute  to  a  temperate  and  prudent  difcuf- 
fion,  the  prefident  gave  them  the  following 
anfwer  in  writing : 

c  The  college  apprehend  that  their 
c  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  licentiates 
c  are  agreeable  to  their  charter  confirm  - 
c  ed  by  ad  of  parliament,  to  the  ftatutes 
€  made  by  them,  in  confequence  of  the 
c  power  given  them  by  that  charter,  and 
c  to  the  conftant  and  antient  ufage  of  the 
c  college/ 

The  deputies  then  told  the  prefident, 
that  fince  by  this  anfwer  the  licentiates  were 
denied  any  redrefs  to  their  grievances,  they 
were  put  under  a  necefiity  to  feek  for  it 
elfewhere,  in  the  manner  they  fhould  be 
advifed. 

It  is  proper  to  take  notice,  in  this  place, 
of  a  very  Angular  piece  of  behaviour  of 
the  ading  fellows  of  the  college,  in  refpect 
to  the  licentiates,  during  thefe  proceedings ; 
which  plainly  demonftrated,  that  they  con- 
fidered  every  motion  of  the  licentiates,  for 
redrefs,  as  an  unpardonable  affront  to  them, 
and  of  which  they  refolved  to  make  the 
licentiates  fenfible,  the  firft  opportunity  that 
fhould  offer. 


When- 
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Whenever  the  members  of  the  college, 
are  to  meet,  either  at  their  ufual  quarterly 
comitia ,  or  on  account  of  fome  publick 
leftures  in  the  college,  or  the  like  occafion, 
it  has  beeen  ufual  for  the  beadle  to  fend  the 
fellows,  candidates,  and  licentiates,  a  fum- 
mons,  in  the  following  form  : 


*  c  Dominus  Praefes  or  at  Excellentiam 
4  tuam ,  Dr.  Eximie>  ut  comitiis ,  &c. — 


c 

c 

t 


interjis-in  JEdibus  Collegii  die  21 0  Men- 
fn  Septembris  hord primd>  cum  Pileo  & 
Pogay  Anno  1746. 


.  A.  V.  B. 


Geo.  Edwards.  • 


This  form  of  fummons,  ever  finee  my 
admiilion  into  the  college,  has  been  always 
lent  on  the  abovementioned  occafions,  to 
the  licentiates  as  well  as  fellows. 

But  as  foon  as  the  licentiates  had  made 
their  fhft  advances  for  redrefs,  and  to  be 
reftored  to  their  proper  place  and  rights  in 
the  college,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  al¬ 
ter 

*  Mr.  Preftdent  intreats  your  excellency,  worthy 
dodtor,  to  be  pre-fen t  at  the  comitia,  &c.  in  the  college, 
on  the  2 1  ft  day  of  September  1746,  at  one  o’clock  pre- 
cifely,  with  your  cap  and  gown. 

G.  Edwards. 

by  your  authority,  Beadle. 
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ter  the  form  of  the  fummons  to  the  licen¬ 
tiates  ;  and  to  put  it  out  of  queftion  that  no 
terms  were  intended  for  the  future  to  be 
kept  with  them,  it  was  determined  by  the 
adting  fellows,  to  begin  this  innovation  in 
the  fummons  to  thofe  very  comitia ,  at  which 
the  licentiates  were  expefted  to  deliver  their 
grievances :  for  which  purpofe  they  feni 
the  following  fummons  to  the  licentiates , 

College  of  Phyficians,  London . 

SIR , 

c  You  are  hereby  fummoned,  by  the  pre- 
e  fident,  to  attend  the  comitia  major  a  at 
;  the  college  the  2 2d  day  of  December 
*  1752,  at  half  an  hour  after  one  o'clock, 

€  to  give  the  pref  dent  and  cerifors  informa - 
c  iion  of  fuch  perfons  as,  you  know,  igno- 
c  rantly  and  unlawfully  pradtife  phyfick, 

£  and  to  hear  the  ftatutes  read  as  diredted 
s  by  the  ftatutes/ 

Geop  Edwards ,  Beadle. 

This  alteration  of  the  fummons,  at  this 
jundture,  proved  a  very  lucky  incident  to 
the  licentiates,  as  it  naturally  incited  feveral 
who  had  hitherto  been  neuter,  to  join  thofe 
who  had  beftir’d  themfelves  in  the  affair, 
with  great  alacrity  $  and  determined  many 

F  of 
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of  thofe,  who  for  reafons  of  intereft  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  appear  on  the  fide  of 
the  fellows,  to  refent  the  indignity,  when 
the  fame  tyes  no  longer  reftrained  them. 
Inftead  of  being  fubmifiively  defired  to  be 
prefent  at  the  comitia ,  we  are  now,  fay  they, 
peremptorily  fummon’d  to  become  infor¬ 
mers,  to  hear  our  leffon,  to  learn  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  to  know  our  mafters. 

The  licentiates,  who  firft  engaged  in  this 
affair,  foon  found  that  they  had  either  the 
countenance  or  fecret  good  willies  of  moftof 
this  order  j  but  by  this  judicious  proceeding 
of  the  fellows,  the  licentiates  are  affured  of 
the  hearty  concurrence  of  every  one  whofe 
countenance  is  worth  obtaining, —  and  for 
this  the  licentiates  are  indebted  to  thofe  who 
promoted  it. 

The  licentiates  are  many  of  them  re- 
folved,  if  it  appears  that  the  college  have 
authority,  to  lay  the  talk  of  informing  up¬ 
on  them,  to  execute  it  with  the  utmoft 
impartiality ;  and  inftead  of  buffering  the 
power  of  the  college  to  be  exerted  fingly 
againft  thofe  who  are  l'eaft  of  all  the  objects 
of  its  inftitution,  they  will,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  abilities,  endeavour  to  have  it  pointed 
againft  thofe,'  who  ought  the  firft  of  all  to 
feel  it,  but  at  prefent  efcape  with  impunity. 

6  And 
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And  fuch  pains  have  been  taken  to  get  ac¬ 
counts  of  fome  daring  offenders,  that  if  the 
fellows  do  their  part,  as  the  licentiates  will 
be  prepared  to  execute  theirs,  if  the  labour¬ 
ing  oar  mu.fl  of  neceflity  be  put  into  their 
hands,  as  will  probably  make  fome  auda¬ 
cious  empiricks  tremble,  and  refcue  the 
publick  from  a  train  of  the  mod:  infolent 
impoftors  that  ever  difgraced  a  nation. 

The  latter  part  of  the  fummons,  'which 
,  required  the  licentiates  to  hear  the  ftatutes 
read,  was  likewife  taken  notice  of,  for  in 
order  to  compleat  the  affront,  no  other  fta¬ 
tutes  were  read  at  this  aflembly,  but  thofe 
only  de  candidatis  &  de  permijfisy  which 
were  part  of  the  grievances  then  complain'd 
of,  as  being  the  ftatutes  the  moft  liable  to 
objection  ;  and  what  was  worfe,  the  true 
ftatutes  now  in  force  were  not  read,  but  an 
obfolete,  if  not  repealed  copy,  was  made  ufe 
of  in  their  ftead. 

The  licentiates  apprehend  there  are  other 
ways  of  making  them  acquainted  with  the 
ftatutes  of  the  college,  than  by  fummoning 
them  once  a  quarter  to  hear  them  read; 
and  they  cannot  but  think  this  method  un¬ 
worthy  the  fellows  to  prefcribe,  and  unfit 
for  men  of  any  fhare  of  knowledge  or  un- 
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derftanding  to  fubmit  to.  To  fummon 
gentlemen,  fome  of  them  in  no  refpedt  their 
inferiors,  to  hear  a  page  or  two  of  ftatutes 
read  over  5  to  negledt  the  moft  important 
duties  of  life  to  themfelves  and  their  fel¬ 
low  creatures,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
do  homage  to  a  few  of  the  fellows,  is  a 
facrifice  that  no  reafonable  man  would  de¬ 
mand,  or  willingly  fubmit  to. 

Thus  you  fee  that  corporate  bodies, 
when  they  think  themfelves  fub]ected  to  no 
controul  or  vifitation,  do  not  always  make 
equity  the  rule  of  their  condudt ;  and  that 
particular  members  will  give  into  unjuftifi- 
able  meafures,  when  the  blame  is  to  reft 
on  the  whole  body. 

That  the  decifions  of  the  college  with 
regard  to  the  qualifications  of  fuch  as  offer 
to  ferve  the  publick  in  a  medical  capacity 
ought  to  be  irreverfibie  is  felf-evident  ; 
they  can  have  no  fuperior.  No  one  is  fo 
good  a  judge  of  a  phyfician’s  abilities  as  a 
phyfician  ;  and  no  teftimonial  is  adequate  to 
that  of  the  college :  to  eredt  a  tribunal  of 
any  other  faculty,  fuppofe  of  the  law, 
would  be  juft  as  improper  as  to  oblige  the 
,  lawyers  or  divines  to  procure  their  faculties 
from  JVanvick-Lane :  but  in  refpedt  to  the 
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government  of  the  college  in  a  corpo¬ 
rate  capacity  the  cafe  is  quite  otherwife, 
and  the  more  fa,  as  fome  my  be  led  to 
think,  that  as  they  ought  to  be  uncoil- 
troulable  in  one  cafe,  •  fo  they  may  be  def- 
potick  in  every  other,  may  frame  laws, 
injoin  heavy  and  arbitrary  fines,  exadt  fub- 
miffions,  in  a  word,  invade  not  only  the 
liberties  but  the  properties  of  the  fubjedt, 
without  any  danger  of  being  called  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention  the  iffue 
of  Dr.  *  % ’s  affair  with  the  college,  which 
to  him  was  an  event  equally  unexpedted  and 
agreeable;  the  college  having  on  the  14th 
November ,  1752,  thought  proper  to  fub- 
mit,  and  to  refund  the  following  articles 
of  the  bill  to  the  dodtor,  together  with  the 
cods  of  the  lawfuit.  / 

The  college  —  -  £30:0:0 

Prefident  -  -  -  -  1:0:0 

Treaffirer^-  -  -  -  0:6:8 

Cenfors  -  -  -  -  -  2:0:0 
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The  doctor’s  addon  was  not  common- 
ced  from  any  pecuniary  confideration,  but 
purely  with  a  view  to  have  the  queffion, 

whe- 
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whether  the  licentiates  are  or  are  not 
members  of  the  college,  determined  by  a 
proper  tryal  by  a  jury — and  although  by 
this  means  the  doctor  was  prevented  from 
trying  this  point,  yet  he  has  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  allured,  that  their  returning 
him  his  money  doth  not  vary  his  cafe,  or 
make  him  lefs  a  member  of  the  college 
than  he  was  before. 

The  other  licentiates  had  from  hence  like- 
wife  fonie  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  college  were  not  fo  well  foun¬ 
ded  as  had  been  hitherto  fuppofed  -—why 
elfe  was  the  money  fo  tamely  repaid  ?  The 
expence  of  bringing  it  to  a  tryal  would  have 
been  inconiiderable  : — The  refult  of  this 
tryal  would  have  been  decifive  in  regard 
to  this  point : — and  the  giving  it  up,  in  the 
manner  it  was  done,  was  of  it  felf  fuffi- 
cient  to  prompt  the  other  licentiates  to 
make  the  like  demands. 

I  am  told  that  the  college,  or  their  ma¬ 
nagers,  alledge  in  excule  for  this  flep,  that 
Dr.  *  * ’s  bond  not  being  figned,  it  was 
thought  more  advifeable  in  this  cafe  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  demand  than  to  contefl  the 
dodtof  s  right :  As  if  two  illegal  adts  were 
more  defenfible  than  one  only  ! 
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This  part  of  the  tranfaftion  happened 
after  the  licentiates  had  requefted  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  college,  and  while  they 
were  waiting  for  the  cornitia ,  in  order  to 
prefen t  their  grievances :  and  though  fuch 
an  event  could  not  but  encreafe  their  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  juftice  of  their  caufe, 
as  well  as  prompt  them  to  purfue  the  like 
meafures ;  yet  as  they  themfelves  had  made 
amicable  overtures,  and  the  college  had 
been  given  to  expedl  fuch  an  application ; 
the  licentiates  rather  chofe  to  ufe  every 
means  in  their  power  to  have  things  fet¬ 
tled  on  a  friendly  footing,  and  to  wait  for 
the  determination  of  the  college  refpedting 
it,  than  to  proceed  in  the  manner  they 
are  at  length  compelled  ;  notwithftanding 
Dr.  *  * ’s  fuit  had  iffued  fo  favourably. 

But  when  the  licentiates  found,  that  no 
accommodation  could  be  obtained  ;  that 
they  were  treated  with  fome  feverity  in  pri¬ 
vate  for  prefuming  to  think  themfelveo  ag¬ 
grieved  :  and  that  inftead  of  being  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  fellows,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to 
the  candour  and  opennefs  of  their  inten¬ 
tions,  they  were,  firft  of  all  refufed  a  con-' 
ference ;  and  during  the  mod  refpedtful 
application  to  the  college  they  knew  how 
to  frame,  were  infulted  (forgive  the  ex- 
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preffion  if  it  is  too  hadh)  by  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fammons,  I  have  already  mention¬ 
ed,  and  at  length  were  peremptorily  de¬ 
nied  redrefs ;  the  licentiates  faw  themfeives 
under  a  necefiitv  to  embark  in  a  legal  pro- 
fecution,  for  what  they  efceem  their  juft 
rights,  contrary  to  their  inclinations  ;  and  to 
make  ufe  of  thofe  means  which  the  laws 
of  their  country  pointed  out  for  their  re¬ 
lief. 

When  the  college  therefore  had  given 
the  anfwer  above  mentioned  (p.  39.)  it  was 
agreed  by  the  licentiates  to  bring  one  point 
after  another  to  a  legal  decifion,  as  an 
amicable  one  had  been  refufed,  and  firft 
of  all  to  begin  with  the  money  affair  : 
not  that  the  licentiates  had  in  view  the 
recovery  of  the  fums  they  had  refpedtively 
paid  to  the  college  5  but  in  order  to  have 
the  great  point  in  queftion,  whether  they 
are  or  are  not  members  of  the  college, 
properly  determined  :  on  which  account 
a  coniiderable  number  of  the  licentiates 
in  Decembe? -  laft,  commenced  actions  at 
law  againft  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  fees 
they  had  paid  on  their  admiffion,  and  their 
fubfequent  annual  payments.  To  inch 
of  thefe  payments  as  were  made  above  fix 
years  ago,  the  college  have  had  the  ho- 
,  _  '  nour 
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iicur  to  make  Mr.  Edwards  plead  the  fta- 
tiite  of  limitation,  and  the  caufes  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  will  foon  receive  a  tryah 

What  the  next  ftep  will  be,—— is  not 
proper  for  me  to  mention  :  I  may  add 
however,  that  the  greeted:  harmony  fub- 
lifts  among  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  this 
affair ;  and  be  the  different  motives  of  their 
engaging  what  they  may,  they  feem  dift 
pofed  to  confult  reafon  and  be  governed 
by  its  dictates  ;  they  are  neither  the  in- 
ftruments  of  revenge,  nor  the  tools  of  am¬ 
bition  ;  but  are  calmly  contending  for  what 
they  think  their  juft  rights,  and  will  not 
eafiiy  be  difcouraged  from  proceeding  in 
fo  good  a  caufe  5  and  whatever  may  be 
their  fuccefs,  or  the  opinion  of  others  con¬ 
cerning  them,  they  apprehend  they  are  aft 
ferting  the  honour  and  freedom  of  the 
college  *  and  endeavouring  to  refcue  it 
from  the  danger  of  becoming  the  pro* 
perty  of  a  few,  who  guided  by  an  unna¬ 
tural  influence,  may  if  not  timely  and  vi- 
goroufly  oppofed,  give  up  its  moft  eflen- 
tial  privileges ;  and  inftead  of  maintaining 
the  dignity  of  the  profeffion,  and  of  the 
college  in  particular,  fet  its  immunities  to 
fale  for  the  benefit  of  thofe,  whom  the  ie- 
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giflature  ex  prcfejfo  excluded  from  inter¬ 
fering  in  thefe  affairs.  • 

And  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of 
the  tendency  of  this  affair,  give  me  leave 
to  place  once  more  in  your  view,  before 
I  conclude,  the  particulars  of  which  the 
licentiates  principally  complain. 

They  alledge  that  from  the  ftrideft  en- 
-  quiry  they  have  been  able  to  make  into 
the  letters  patents  granted  to  the  college, 
and  the  ads  of  parliament  confirming 
thefe  patents,  it  appears,  that  every  per- 
fon  pradifing  phyfick  in  and  within  feven 
miles  of  London ,  who  is  examined  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  college  of  phyficians,  is, 
from  thenceforth,  one  of  the  commonalty 
and  a  freeman  and  fellow  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  phyfick,  and  as  fuch,  entitled  to 
every  privilege,  and  capable  of  exercifing 
every  corporate  fundion  therein. 

This  the  licentiates  apprehend  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  conflitution,  and  was  long  the 
pradice  of  the  college  :  nor  have  they 
been  able  to  difcover,  in  fucceeding  times, 
any  legal  authority  conveyed  to  the  col¬ 
lege,  authorizing  or  enjoining  them  to  ex¬ 
clude  any  of  the  faculty  fo  qualified,  from 
any  privilege,  or  to  declare  them  incapa¬ 
ble  of  ading  in  any  refpeds  as  members 
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of  the  college,  or  of  exercifing  any  corpo¬ 
rate  function  therein. 

The  licentiates  therefore  complain  that 
they  are,  contrary  to  law  and  reafon,  and 
the  original  inftitution  of  the  college,  made 
a  diftindibody  from  the  other  fellows,  and 
that  on  pretence  of  this  diftindion  only, 
they  are  excluded  from  divers  privileges  ; 
as  well  as  fubjeded  without  caufe,  to  im~ 
putations  equally  untrue  and  injurious  to 
their  charaders,  and  the  characters  of  thole 
lifliverfities  in  which  they  have  ftudied. 

That  they  are  debarred  from  being  pre- 
lent  at  and  voting  in  the  afiemblys  of  the 
college. 

That  they  are  governed  by  laws  in  the 
making  of  which  they  are  permitted  to 
have  no  fhare,  and  are  luhjeded  to  mulds 
and  fines  enaded  by  perfons  who  now 
difclaim  their  being  members  of  their 
body. 

That  they  are  admitted  to  no  offices  of 
dignity  or  truft  in  the  college,  nor  al¬ 
lowed  to  perform  any  corporate  functions 
therein. 

That  they  are  compelled  to  purchafe  a 
licence  from  the  college  to  pradile  at  a 
great  expence,  though  the  college  was  in¬ 
verted  with  this  truft  for  the  good  of 
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the  publick,  and  not  for  their  putting  it  up 
to  fale  for  their  own  private  benefit. 

That  after  the  licentiates  are  admitted, 
they  are  compelled  to  pay  an  annual  tax  to 
the  college  from  which  the  fellows  have 
exempted  themfelves. 

And  permit  me  once  more  to  allure  you, 
which  I  can  do  with  great  truth,  that  the 
application  of  the  licentiates  to  the  college 
was  propofed  with  no  other  intent,  than 
to  have  prevailed  upon  the  college  to  have 
engaged  with  them  in  an  amicable  difcuf- 
fion  of  thefe  particulars,  which  have  of¬ 
ten  occafioned  great  difcontent  between 
the  members  of  the  college,  and  ftill 
continue  to  be  the  caufes  of  much  diffatis- 
faction. 

Should  it  have  been  demonftrated  that 
the  licentiates  were  miftaken  with  regard 
to  the  points  in  debate,  the  authority  of 
the  college  would  by  fuch  a  demon  ft  ra¬ 
tion  have  been  the  more  firmly  eftablifh- 
ed  ;  and  the  licentiates  would  have  had 
the  prudence  to  acquiefce  with  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  proper  judges  ;  and  would 
have  fubmitted  to  every  legal  injunction 
without  reluctance. 

Should  it  on  the  other  hand  have  ap¬ 
peared  from  fuch  a  difeufiion,  that  the  li¬ 
centiates 
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centiates  had  been  made  a  clafs  apart 
Without  juft  caufe  ;  debarred  of  feme  pri¬ 
vileges  without  reafon  ;  fubjedled  to  fome 
im  portions  againft  law  ;  it  cannot  in  the 
leaft  be  doubted,  but  the  college  would 
have  been  as  much  difpofed  to  do  the  li¬ 
centiates  juftice,  as  the  college  would  have 
been  to  expedt  it,  were  they  in  the  place 
of  the  licentiates. 

And  it  is  yet  the  opinion  of  many  cool 
and  judicious  perfons  on  both  fides,  that 
this  method  of  proceeding  would  moft 
probably  have  conduced,  not  only  to  the 
amicable  decifion  of  all  difputes,  fubfifting 
between  the  two  bodies,  or  two  parts  of 
the  fame  body  now  engaged  ;  but  like  wife 
might  have  ended  in  the  reconciliation  of 
fome  other  differences,  which  at  p relent 
are  fubfifting  ;  to  the  mutual  fatisfaction 
of  the  parties  concerned,  and  the  honour 
of  the  faculty  in  general. 

Such  I  am  affured  were  the  views,  and 
fuch  the  wifhes  of  the  licentiates,  in  every 
overture  they  made  to  the  college  *  juftly 
folicitous  to  know  and  enjoy  their  proper 
rights  \  and  at  the  fame  time  heartily  dif¬ 
pofed  to  pay  a  chearful  obedience,  where 
lav/  and  reafon  fhewed  it  to  be  due  \  but 
of  this  they  neither  defired  to  be  the 
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foie  judges,  nor  chofe  that  the  college 
fhould  alone  be  judges  for  them. 

Some  gentlemen  I  find  apprehend,  that 
the  dignity  and  credit  of  the  college  and 
faculty,  and  the  reputation  of  the  two 
univerfities  may  be  affected  by  thefe  dis¬ 
putes,  to  their  difadvantage  ;  but  nothing 
of  this  kind  feems  likely  to  enfue  from  the 
condud  of  the  licentiates  $  the  manner  of 
whofe  proceeding  towards  the  college  in¬ 
dicate  no  fuch  defign. 

They  honour  the  college  as  a  moft  ufe- 
ful  and  neceffary  eftablifhment :  but  they 
think  that  its  dignity,  and  the  credit  of 
the  faculty  would  be  befl  fupported,  was 
every  phyfician  in  London ,  who  is  properly 
qualified  to  pradife  phyfick,  included  in 
it,  as  at  its  firft  foundation  :  and  not  that 
one  part  of  the  faculty  fhould  exclude 
another  part,  without  legal  authority,  from 
certain  privileges,  to  which  the  excluded 
have  equal  pretenfions. 

The  deficiency  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
in  regar  d  to  a  medical  education,  it  is  true, 
has  been  mentioned ;  but  this  ought  not  to 
be  laid  to  their  charge  lo  much  as  to  the 
want  of  proper  endowments  for  the  requi- 
fite  profeflors. 

Neither  will  it  he  charged  as  matter  of 
blame  on  the  univerfities,  that  they  endea« 
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voured  to  fecure  the  dependency  of  fuch 
a  body,  as  the  royal  college  of  phyficians 
in  London 3  when  thofe  who  claimed  the 
right  of  governing  the  college,  and  of  dif- 
pofing  of  its  freedom,  furrendered  it  to 
their  tuition. 

In  the  litigation  now  commenced,  what¬ 
ever  treatment  the  licentiates  may  receive, 
I  doubt  not  but  they  will  proceed  with  the 
fame  refpe&ful  behaviour,  they  have  hither¬ 
to  obferved  ;  and  wdll  always  keep  in  mind, 
that  it  is  not  for  themfelves  alone  they  are 
contending,  but  for  their  fuccefibrs,  and  the 
honour  of  the  refpe£tive  univerhties,  in 
which  they  have  received  their  education  : 
that  they  are  averting  the  original  and 
equitable  inftitution  of  the  college,  againft 
arbitrary  innovations 3  and  at  the  fame  time 
endeavouring  to  prevent  it  from  becoming 
the  property  of  a  few,  by  rendering  it  ac- 
ceffible  to  all  fuch  as,  by  having  been  ex¬ 
amined,  approved  and  admitted  to  prac- 
tife,  are  entitled  to  the  feveral  privileges 
the  college  enjoys,  according  to  its  firft 
and  legal  eftablilhment 

I  am,  &c, 

London 
Feb.  23,  -1753, 


